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The implementation of smart governance practices in India has the potential to 
improve the efficiency and  enhance citizen participation in the policymaking 
process. examine various initiatives taken to promote smart governance in the 
country.



Smart governance mechanisms are becoming more receptive to the 
potentials of Information Communication Technologies (ICT) to achieve good 
governance in its implementation. This application of ICTs for governance is 
covered under the umbrella term of E-governance. 

India, being the one of the largest countries democratically, demographically 
and geographically faces a huge challenge in the application of e-
governance to empower its citizens and for overall economic development, 
more specifically in the rural areas.

❑ Data Driven Governance: Technology facilitates communication. The Internet and 
smartphones have enabled instant transmission of high volumes of data . 

❑ Costs Saving: A lot of Government expenditure goes towards the cost of buying 
stationery for official purposes. o Letters and written records consume a lot of 
stationery. 

❑ However, replacing them with smartphones and the internet can save crores of 
money in expenses every year. 



❑ Transparency: The use of e-governance helps make all functions of the 
business transparent. All official information can be uploaded onto the 
internet.

❑ Accountability: Transparency directly links to accountability. Once the 
functions and information of the governance is available to the citizens, the 
government is more accountable to its actions. 

Initiatives to promote smart governance

❑ MyGov: It aims to establish a link between Government and Citizens towards meeting 
the goal of good governance. It encourages citizens as well as people abroad to 
participate in various activities.

❑ DigiLocker: It serves as a platform to enable citizens to securely store and share their 
documents with service providers who can directly access them electronically. 

❑  National Scholarships Portal (NSP): It provides a centralized platform for application 
and disbursement of scholarship to students under any scholarship scheme. 



❑ DARPAN: It is an online tool that can be used to monitor and analyze the 
implementation of critical and high priority projects of the State.

❑ PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance And Timely Implementation): It has 
been aimed at starting a culture of Pro-Active Governance and Timely 
Implementation.

❑ Mobile Seva: It provides government services to the people through 
mobile phones and tablets. 

❑ Jeevan Pramaan: It is an Aadhaar based Biometric Authentication System 
for Pensioners. 

❑ National e-Governance Plan (NeGP): It takes a holistic view of e-
Governance initiatives across the country, integrating them into a 
collective vision and a shared cause. 

❑ It comprises of 31 Mission Mode Projects, approved in 2006, but later it was 
integrated into Digital India Program.



Human meta-pneumovirus



Context

❖ Human Metapneumovirus (HMPV) has recently become a topic of widespread discussion in India, 
fueled by sensational media reports. These reports claim the emergence of a “new dangerous 
virus” from China, leading to unnecessary public panic and misinformation.

Human Metapneumovirus (HMPV)

❖ Human Metapneumovirus (HMPV) is a respiratory virus that primarily causes mild to moderate 
respiratory infections.

❖ It belongs to the Paramyxoviridae family, the same group of viruses that includes respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV) and parainfluenza.

❖ HMPV was first identified in 2001 and has been circulating globally for decades.

❖Most infections are mild and self-limiting, but HMPV can cause severe illness in vulnerable groups .



Transmission:

❖ Spread primarily through respiratory droplets, direct contact with contaminated 

surfaces, or close contact with infected individuals.

Symptoms and Treatment for HMPV:

❖ HMPV symptoms overlap with those of other respiratory viruses like influenza and RSV.

❖ Severe Symptoms (in vulnerable populations): Bronchitis; Wheezing; Pneumonia; Difficulty breathing; 
Hypoxia in extreme cases.

❖ No Specific Antiviral or Vaccine: Unlike flu and RSV, there is no targeted antiviral therapy or vaccine for 
HMPV.

❖ Supportive Care: Rest and hydration; Over-the-counter medications to manage fever and pain (e.g., 
acetaminophen or ibuprofen).



Global and national scenario

❖ HMPV is one of the leading causes of respiratory 
infections worldwide, following influenza and 
RSV.

❖ Studies indicate HMPV accounts for 5-10% of 
respiratory infections in children and vulnerable 
adults annually.

❖ The Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) recently reported two HMPV cases in 
Karnataka involving babies with a history of 
bronchopneumonia.



US Eases Curbs to Advance Indo-US Nuclear 

Deal

Context

❖ US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan announced 
plans to remove Indian government entities, including 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), Indira Gandhi 
Atomic Research Centre (IGCAR), and Indian Rare 
Earths Limited (IREL), from the US entity list.

❖ This move aims to facilitate collaboration between 
India's nuclear institutions and US companies.



What is US Entity List?

❖ The US Entity List includes foreign individuals, businesses, and 
organizations subject to export restrictions and licensing 
requirements for specific goods and technologies.

Purpose of the List

❖ Compiled by the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) under 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, it aims to prevent 
unauthorized trade that could support:

❖ Terrorism
❖ Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) programs
❖ Activities against US foreign policy or national security interests.



Indo-US Civil Nuclear Deal

❖ The Indo-US Civil Nuclear Deal, signed in 2008, marked a watershed moment in India-US 
relations.

❖ It allowed India to engage in nuclear trade despite not being a signatory to the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

❖ The agreement granted India access to nuclear fuel, reactors, and technology for civilian 
purposes while committing to the separation of its civilian and military nuclear programs 
under IAEA safeguards.

Technological Constraints in India’s Nuclear Programme

❖ India’s civil nuclear programme primarily relies on Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) using 
heavy water and natural uranium.

❖ PHWRs are becoming outdated compared to the more widely adopted Light Water Reactors (LWRs), 
where the US, Russia, and France lead in technology.



❑ Sullivan acknowledged challenges in trade, human rights, and rule of law but emphasized long-term 
strategic alignment between the two nations.

❑ Sullivan criticized China’s “predatory industrial strategies” in sectors like chip manufacturing and clean 
energy.

❑ US companies, including Apple, are diversifying supply chains and expanding into India, with over 25% 
of iPhones expected to be made in India soon.

❑ Sullivan stressed the importance of India-US collaboration to safeguard critical supply chains and 
technologies.

❑ Sullivan highlighted the need to prevent advanced technologies from falling into the wrong hands, 
referencing Russia and its S-400 air defence system.

❑ He underscored India-US cooperation for peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.



Indus Valley civilization and deciphering IVC script

❑ Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has 
announced a $1 million prize for 
deciphering the Indus Valley script, 
sparking interest in a 5,000-year-old 
mystery.

❑ Beyond its scholarly value, the initiative 
underscores political and cultural 
ambitions, particularly positioning Stalin 
as a champion of Dravidian identity and 
a counterpoint to BJP ideologies.



❑ Indus valley civilization script-Also known as the Harappan script, it is a collection of 
symbols created by the Indus Valley Civilization. It is one of the oldest writing systems in 
the Indian subcontinent.

Other facts about the Indus Valley Script:

❑ The script is boustrophedon, meaning it is written right to left in one line and then left to 
right in the next line.

❑ The script was used from about 2,500 BC to about 1,900 BC.

❑ The language of the Indus script is unknown, and there are no known bilingual inscriptions 
to help decipher it.

❑ The script may have represented several major language families, including Dravidian, 
Mundari, Indo-Aryan, Sino-Tibetan. About 400 symbols are known.

❑ The script has been found on many objects, including pottery, seals, bronze and copper 
tables, bronze tools, bones, and clay tablets.



❑ 60% of Tamil Nadu signs had parallels in the Indus script, and 90% of graffiti marks in both 
regions were comparable.

❑ Significance of similarities: The study, focused on key Tamil Nadu sites like Keeladi, Sivagalai, 
and Thulukarpatti, suggests:

❑ Evidence of cultural contact between the Indus Valley (Copper Age) and Tamil Nadu (Iron 
Age).

❑ Possibility of direct or intermediary cultural exchanges, warranting further material 
evidence.

Political and Cultural Implications of TN CM’s Attempt 
❑ Dravidian identity and historical reframing: Stalin’s initiatives aim to challenge Aryan-centric 

narratives by emphasizing:

❑ Tamil Nadu’s parallel development alongside the Indus Valley Civilisation.

❑ Advanced carbon dating from Keeladi, showing Tamil Brahmi script dates back to 600 
BCE, narrowing the historical gap.

❑ Highlighted symbols like the bull, connecting Indus seals to Tamil traditions like Jallikattu.
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